THE POST-WAR ERA

|'.|I.II.'|1'|h1 thie 19507, Bew Yark Cioy became a [:].1.-::: Fort o Dabvmems to wonse 1o TR t hesr Uiversity stusdiss
Like che founding fathers of the Asoclacion, Bohamian soudenes saw the need o adope che principles of sharing,
caring and maineming community whale sway frem bome, The Bahamian soodents fornd an open welcome o che
Agaociation.

Ie was aoe lang Betore stodenis Beie the meel eo estabish g stedens” opamizacion, Mr. Emiesc Strachan, a dedicared
wetker wizhin the Associadion, became che fige prasident of cthe Pabamas Stadent Asincianon on Jure 14, 1939,
Feis wibwunn stnlert geonp flhearished during the sixties and seventiss. Many of the members have remmaed 1o che
Babarmas and have made sizeable congubutions i the prowih amd I.I.l:..""n'l.'!l.i_l!!:l:l.r!tl:t ol the conrry. ﬁ:nﬂ_’lﬁr like Bir John
Prelesesmes, Exeeutive Dirsczor - Bahimas Hewel Associacion, Me David Savnders of dhe Bahamas Agriculural and
Indugrrial Corperation, The Former Governor of the Cenrzal Bank, Me Bill Allen, prominent kocal acenes Ciwen
Kelly snel others. Me Serachan, whe had sscended the ranks of the United MNations, rerumned hore snd was
performing o pivomal fuscios i the segn aflsim sctivioes of the country bebore e pased.

Perhign mwnt notable cne of chis e of student spemsoresd activity was the suppont given to the laze De Doris
Johrson, leadar of the woman's suffiage movenent i the Pabhamas, D, Johnson, the frse sl only female po serve
in the Covernment of che Bahamas at the time, was 8 member of che Associazion. While comglering her doctoral
studies ar New Yick University, she received finimeial suppor from the Assocbrion, anl s instremenial i
eitablishing o scholarship program oo assist ocher srodents in che New York Cicy arca.

The Nasizn Babamas Assaciarion conzinees e build che bonds of communiy wichin the Mew York Ciry 2rea and
ire the Babomas. Here in Mew Yok Cire, the Asseciation has served as 2 food dismibution poime for local citizens in
peed of auisnance. I spondored thankignang dinnes for Seniee Criizens, and hosts 0 Chestneas pasity o
necighbarhood childeen. In che Bahamas, the Assaciation has made financial coneributions 1 the Princess Margarer
Hespital, The Ranfurly Home for Children, The Home for Retanded Children and the Mother's Club. In 1967, the
Asaciation had the distinetion of histiog Prome Minszer Pindling a0 Liely Pindling, weormizng his victony m
kecoming Prime Minister

THE EIGHTIES

The 1950 is proving to be a decads of demting: The Massau Bahamas Associacion weathered & serious crisis: Fonces from
withons i withon theeatenad o colbgee sed dhetntion of the crgzniz o, Thene wees a coiss o the leadeship level
and problems a1 che membership level. b became clear thae the furare would requine = resonucruring of dhe organizacicn,
an fngzrovel system of management and the instilution o maskem bisines practices in the condet of affzis of te
mrganizarion. Fappily, hose noltle stengihs in Bahamian charscrer emerged irumphant s the membership suppomed
the progressive changes needed oo prepare che argenizacien 1o feoe the challenges of the ninetizs end beyend. The day
MNovember 14, 1957 was indead the Fines Hour in dhe history of the Nasan Bahemas Asocianion. Io wae the prooed

swasiom 3l The celebration of gur 75th Anniversane.

However, the Association in the decade of the ninctics has experienced a period of intemal and external challenzes,
bt alio a period of soclan snn, which has camied thaosgh to dhe prcient day! HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL TO THE
OPTIMIST, and experience has caughy us THAT WINNERS NEVER QUIT, AND QUITTERS NEVER WiIN!

Thercfure, in Uhe gpirir of winners, we envision in this new millenniom a reclaimed, and renovated building, at 211
Went 137dh Sereer, in Mew York Ciry, wheeh will provide & bssemenrt and sub-basemenr area for the Assnciarion’s
we; a fissr door oo host or sponsor semingrs, cenferences, community end coloursl evencs; end 2 second =nd chird
floar area, which will compliment the acciviries of the first floor, or other uses consisrent with the cherer of our not-
lompaniin eaganiz ion.

Owr sucoess s a people who have survived a long history of challenges, palitical as well ax socil, will nat e
accomplished purely by the incresie of marerizl wealth, buc rather by the GUIDING STAR OF THE FOUNDERS,
a5 exemplified in their vision of PERSEVERANCE, TENACITY AND CXOURACGE.




