A SyNoPsts oF THE HisToRY OF THE NassAaU BAHAMAS ASSOCIATION

I the cary vears of ihe 19 ceatury, hundrez: of Bahamoans satled northwrard from Massa, and ebver islands of che
Bahamas, mn sewch of a heer life in America. The storics eld of the bright liglis, and che geldon opporunines
waanting 1 ke had in Mew York City, tnspived dreanns of grendsur in the heans of young men amd womsen 10 ventue
forzh in seancls of il Seame,

It is swarce o finsl a Bahamian during chose exsly years, and perhaps theveafier, who did st know; or beand of o
relatnee, o lnend, whe Bad kel the bdands aied came 1o G United Stanes.

In the year 1912, ten (10} men of Bahamian ancestry, came tegether and fummed an eeganization in hope w Gl the
niesils of Fellewship and commundey ameng fellow Bahamiane, and their fonilies, in the New Yock Ciry are. I surcly
weon st of vislon, wnd caring.

With the: formang of this Assoctation, Bahamians coming to Mew York fem the Bahamas, and elwwhere, could now
ﬁnd 1 Pliﬂ':' £a mel, greel, “-”.‘I n:.;:hre 5UF'I-"UF-| HE !h‘l"} hl_-l”EI'ﬂ o ﬁl_'_rd- a ]EIEI' :r',.-:[ I|;,'!li|:i:II.'IEI'.;]'I. Ihfﬂ'l_‘tt'-'l.,"‘.i in rht* [E Sty
coumtry bevinee during theie cacly years, Babamians were then subjects uf the Beitizh Empice, aml o5 wnenigranas,
the Beirish Colonial Office in Mew York Ciry could noe ke relisl npon oo assisz, or faeilitate Bahamians immigeanis.

THE EARLY YEARS

The ren Babamians thar founded the Nassau Pahamas Associarion in Mew York Ciry were M Austin A, Wilson,
Rubiny Clintem, Charles Sawyver, Bruce Roberts, Frink Rossell, Baber Carey, Sochore Minnes, Edward Brown,
[lenson Scyles and Willie Whice, Apart from I assau, the Founding Fachers could have had roors st Andros, Abace,
Lot laliend, Eleutberns aml Lz [slarsl,

Onee these men eame ngeiher, they determaced that an organizacion was needed for the purpose of fellowship, w
carry on Bahamian readicions and eo be responsive to Bahamians in nesd. The associavion was duly arganized, @
comstitucion drafred, and by daws fraumned September 17, 1912, in the home of the fisr presidene M Austin A,
Wilson, Ten years later in 1921, the membership was expanded oo include women. And afrerwards expanded o
imchule e enly Balweions, o their deseendante and spouses and honorary membership o non-Bahamians.

On July 6, 1939, che vrpanization was incumporated in New York stare onder che name of che “MNassau Bahamas
Assnciation, lne™. In 1946, the Aswociation purchased & building o serve =¢ its headouarmers located an 211 Wes
13%th Soeer, NYC, It vook che Awssociation three vears to complets all mormage povimenis on the bailding.

The meclusion of women in the membership led 0 an immediate broadening of the acivines and programs
conducied by the Asseciation. The highlight of the women's involvenent in the carly years was the anmual pre-
Mothers Day dance held ot the Rockland Palace near the famons Polo-gnoand, home of the New Yok Gianu
bascball ream. The prominent wismen during those years were M. Georgic B. Robens, Mre. Angusta Hall, Victoria
Hall, Sean Jolly and lda Dewynan. The fashion shows, che bus tripe, boac dides, picnics and other Bamily-orienced
acrivines hecame the sccasions when the women reaffirmed the wislom and progressivencs of che Asseciation in
exrending irs membership o the fajcer sex. \
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